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REPLY 

Mr. Sakai, Examiner of the Patent Office 

1. Identification of the International Application 
International Application No.PCT/JP2003/0 1 2 1 76 

2. Applicant 

Name SANYO ELECTRIC CO., LTD. 

Address 5-5, Keihanhondori 2-chome 

Moriguchi-shi, Osaka 570-8677 JAPAN 
Nationality JAPAN 
Address JAPAN 

3. Agent 

Name (10584) Patent Attorney JIMBO Taizo 

Address Tenmapark Bldg, 8F 

14-19, Tenma 4-chome 

Kita-ku, Osaka-shi, Osaka 

530-0043 Japan 

4. Date of Notice 29.6.2004 

5. Arguments 

We cannot approve the judgment of Examiner that the 
inventions of claims 5 to 8 of the present application have no 
inventive steps. 
(The invention of claim 5) 

The invention of claim 5 is characterized in "comprising 
a stereoscopic camera means for obtaining a plurality of image 
data for the stereoscopic vision by executing a simultaneous 
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photographing, a means for generating three-dimensional data on 
the basis of said plurality of image data for the stereoscopic 
vision, a means for carrying out an approximate measuring of 
location information, and a means for obtaining detailed location 
information on the basis of a correspondence between 
three-dimensional map data of a present location obtained by 
said approximate measuring, and three-dimensional data formed 
of said plurality of image data for the stereoscopic vision, and 
presenting the information to a user." 

On the contrary, the invention in the cited document 5 
recognizes an object on target from a photographed image, 
retrieves the location information of the object on target from a 
database, and derives position correction data on the basis of 
latitudinal and longitudinal information as well as GPS 
information. For example, if X building is in the photographed 
image, the object on target is recognized as "X building" 
(determination of the name of the object on target). After that, 
position correction data is derived on the basis of the latitudinal 
and longitudinal information on the X building and the GPS 
information. A means for measuring three-dimensional position 
disclosed in the cited document 5 is a means for measuring a 
position by three-dimension including the GPS, etc., and the 
means corresponds to a means for carrying out an approximate 
measuring of location information according to the present 
application. 
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Moreover, the invention in the cited document 5 is not 
provided with a means for generating three-dimensional data on 
the basis of a plurality of image data. The invention of claim 5 
of the present application obtains detailed location information 
by a contrast between three-dimensional map data of the location 
identified by the approximate measuring, and three-dimensional 
data obtained on the basis of the plurality of image data. That is, 
a photographing point (that is, detailed location information) is 
calculated on the basis of correspondence (substantial 
correspondence) of an object in a space obtained by 
photographing with an object in a space on the three-dimensional 
map data. This is a contrast between the three-dimensional map 
data and the three-dimensional data. As a result, a process for 
determining the name of the object on target is unnecessary. 
Moreover, in the cited document, it is impossible to obtain 
precise location information even if the latitude and longitude of 
the object on target are contrasted with the GPS location 
information, since it is unclear to tell the distance from the 
photographing point to the object on target. On the contrary, in 
the invention according to the present application, if the 
precision of the aforementioned three-dimensional data is 
enhanced and the three-dimensional map data is prepared in 
abundance, the precision of the location information increases 
all the more. As a result, perfect location information is 
obtained in theory. 
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Conclusion 

In this way, the invention of claim 5 of the present 
application and the invention in the cited document 5 are totally 
different. Accordingly, even if the art in the cited document 5 is 
applied to the device in the cited document 3, the invention of 
claim 5 of the present invention cannot be reached. 
Furthermore, the inventions of claims 6 to 8 of the present 
application are dependent on claim 5 of the present application. 
Therefore, we believe to receive an international preliminary 
examination report to the effect that the inventions of claims 5 
to 8 of the present application have inventive steps, too. 
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